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The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports this bill.

This bill would require that all Land Court actions for partition or easement made by the 
State shall be given preference over all other applications filed and that the State’s 
applications shall be quickly heard and determined.

I/

The DOT is a State agency. In order to build and open highways for public use, the 
DOT must acquire the necessary land properties and interests. These properties and 
interests are often under the jurisdiction of the Land Court. Actions for partitions and 
easements include DOT petitions and related matters. Such DOT petitions and related 
matters, which must be completed to acquire such properties, are presently not given 
priority over private acquisition matters.

Due to the high volume of documents submitted to the Land Court, including petitions 
and related matters, and limited staff, final disposition of documents may take years. 
While the DOT recognizes the importance of private acquisition matters, it also believes 
that it is in the best interest of the public to prioritize DOT matters in Land Court in order 
to expedite the completion and public opening of safe and efficient roads to the greatest 
extent possible. Prioritizing DOT petitions and related matters before the Land Court 
would be one important step in streamlining and expediting the road building process.

The DOT wishes to recognize the highly competent and valiant efforts of the Land Court 
in dealing with its work volume and would like to emphasize that the DOT’S support of 
H.B. 653, H.D. 1, is in no way intended to deprecate the excellent work of the Land 
Court.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Bill No. and Title:  House Bill No. 653, House Draft 1 Relating to State Partitions. 
 
Purpose:   Requires that land court actions for partition by the State be given priority. 
 
Judiciary's Position: The Judiciary respectfully opposes House Bill No. 653, House Draft 1. 
 
 The Judiciary respectfully opposes this bill as it would have significant negative impacts on 
Land Court. The proposed changes would adversely impact the general public who often are 
filing land court petitions prior to a sale of their property.  
 
 Currently, documents submitted to the Land Court are handled in the order in which they are 
received. All matters presented for hearing are set and heard as expeditiously as possible. 
 
 The court is only able to hold court hearings once a week (on Mondays). If this legislation 
were to pass, non-State cases would be delayed in order to accomplish the proposed change. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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S upportforH.B.N o.653,R elatingtoS tateP artitions

Iam hereinthecapacity ofaconcernedprivatecitizen. Istrongly supportH.B.N o.653 and
believeitw ouldbebeneficialtotheDepartm entofT ransportation,Highw aysDivision(DO T )in
itsm issiontom axim izeavailableresourcestoprovideasafe,efficient,accessibleand
sustainableS tateHighw ay S ystem .

P rioritizingDO T ’spartitionandeasem entactionsinL andCourtisanim portantstepin
stream liningroadopeningsandim provem ents. W hentheDO T w idensorbuildsnew highw ays
forpublicpurposes,DO T acquireslandby voluntary conveyanceorem inentdom ain.
S om etim es,theproperty thatisbeingacquiredw asrecordedintheL and Courtsystem ,and
DO T m ustpetitiontheL andCourttosubdividetheproperty. W henDO T petitionstheL and
Courttosubdivide,theprocesstakesyearstocom pleteanditw ouldbeextrem ely difficultto
opentheroadtothepublic.

P riority inthecourtsforgovernm entacquisitionoflandforhighw ay projectsisnotunheard-of.
Forexam ple,section101-9,Haw aiiR evisedS tatutes,requiresthat“ [i]nallactionsbrought
underthischapter,toenforcetherightofem inentdom ain,allcourtsshallgivetheactions
preferenceoverallothercivilactionsinthem atterofsettingtheactionsforhearingortrial,
andinhearingthem ,totheendthatalltheactionsshallbequickly heardanddeterm ined.”
H.B.N o.653 isconsistentw iththelegislature’sintenttoprioritizeem inentdom ainactionsin
thecourts.

AsH.B.N o.653 isinthebestinterestofthepublic,Istrongly urgethecom m itteetopassthis
billsothatroadopeningsandim provem entsw illnotbedelayed. T hankyou forthe
opportunity totestify.
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